
Mayor Joseph P. Boles 
 

Joseph L. Boles, Jr. moved to St. Augustine with his parents in 
1967.  A native of North Carolina, he attended the University of 
Florida after graduating from St. Augustine High School in 1970.  
He initially obtained a Bachelor of Design and Advertising Design 
from the University of Florida, and also obtained his law degree 
from the University of Florida College of Law.  He was admitted to 
practice in the fall of 1984 and his areas of interest are Elder law, 
asset protection, estates and trusts, business law and family law.  
He is married to Jane Reynolds and he has three daughters, Hayley 
(21), Molly (19), and Kirby Catherine (16).  His office is located on 
the corner of Riberia and Saragossa Streets in St. Augustine. 
 
He serves as Mayor of the City of St. Augustine, having been 

elected in 2006, previously elected as a City Commissioner, Seat 3, in 2004.  Currently he 
serves on the Board of the St. Johns County Council on Aging as its President and Chairman 
of that Board.  He is the Vice President of the St. Johns County Welfare Federation, and 
serves on the Buckingham Smith Benevolent Association Board, and the Rotary Club of St. 
Augustine.  He has previously served as President of the St. Augustine Art Association 
Board and served as Secretary of the CHILD Cancer Fund Board.  Until recently he was a 
member of the Flagler Hospital Board and the Flagler Hospital Foundation Board.  He was 
one of the founding board members of the St. Augustine Lighthouse and Museum, Inc. and 
served as Chairman of that Board for two years.  He was a founding board member for the 
First Tee of St. Johns County and a member of the American Cancer Society Board for St. 
Johns County.  He was a past President of the St. Augustine Rotary Club and previously was 
a Chairman of the City of St. Augustine Planning and Zoning Board during the development 
of the City’s Comprehensive Land Use plan.   
 
His hobbies are golf, fishing and painting.  He is a member of the Memorial Presbyterian 
Church and has served as a Deacon and Trustee.   

 



Katharine H. Dickenson 

As an active community historic preservationist for Boca Raton, 
Mrs. Dickenson has served on many boards, including the 
Children’s Museum at Singing Pines, the Boca Raton Historical 
Society, where she served as chair, the Boca Raton Junior League, 
where she served as president, and The Mounts Botanical 
Garden. In Vermont, where she has a summer residence, she has 
served on the boards of Dorset Theater Festival, the Manchester 
Music Festival, and Hildene, Robert Todd Lincoln's summer 
home. Other activities include the boards of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation in Washington and the Board of the 
Edith Wharton House in Lenox, Massachusetts. Her current 
restoration project interest is the “Old Courthouse” project, the 

new history museum in West Palm Beach.  

A life-long Floridian, Mrs. Dickenson was appointed to the Florida Historic Preservation 
Advisory Council for a seven-year term and served as chairman in 1988. She has been 
appointed to a number of terms to the Florida Arts Council, which advises the Secretary of 
State on matters pertaining to culture and the arts and recommends funding for cultural 
grants statewide.  She has served on the Arts Council at the pleasure of Governor Bush 
(2003 – 2008) and Governor Crist (2009 – present), serving as Council Chair in 2007. She is 
the only Floridian to have served as both chairman of the Arts Council and chairman of the 
Historic Preservation Advisory Council (now the Florida Historical Commission). Mrs. 
Dickenson was appointed by three governors to the Palm Beach County Historic 
Preservation Board and served as chairman for eight years. From 1991 – 2000, Mrs. 
Dickenson served as a trustee for the National Trust for Historic Preservation in 
Washington, DC. She also served on the Board of Directors for Preservation Action from 
1986 – 1995, a firm that lobbies all branches of the Federal Government on behalf of 
historic preservation.  

Her many awards include the 2001 Boca Raton Historical Society Volunteer of the Year 
Award, the 1989 Florida Trust Distinguished Service Award, Palm Beach County’s Judge 
Knott Award in 1996, Boca Raton’s Myrtle Butts Fleming Award in 1995, and a 1994 
Bonnet House award for significant contributions to The Preservation of South Florida 
Landmarks.   Mrs. Dickenson was also nominated by the Junior League for the Woman 
Volunteer of the Year Award, and she was recently inducted into the publication Who’s 
Who in America.  

Mrs. Dickenson graduated from the University of Miami with a master’s degree in 
education. She resides in Boca Raton with her husband David, an attorney. She has three 
sons practicing law in Palm Beach County, three daughters-in-law, and five grandchildren. 



Katherine Fernandez Rundle 
  
Since March 12, 1993, Katherine Fernandez Rundle has served 

Miami-Dade County as State Attorney. Ms. Fernandez Rundle’s 

series of being "The First” began in 1991 upon her election as the 

first woman president of the Miami-Dade’s Cuban American Bar 

Association. Ms. Fernandez Rundle is also the first female 

Hispanic State Attorney in the history of Miami-Dade and in 

Florida’s history, having been appointed to the position and then 

subsequently re-elected to the office four additional times.  Prior 

to that, she dedicated 15 years as an Assistant State Attorney. 

When she later served as Chief Assistant, she acted as legal 

counsel to the Dade County Grand Jury. As such, she presented 

hundreds of murder and capital cases and oversaw the issuance 

of reports that initiated major reforms in such areas as juvenile justice and revision of the 

building code following Hurricane Andrew. She received her degree from the University of 

Cambridge Law School, England. 

Her strong leadership and devotion to preventing crime and the increased focus and 

successful prosecution of career criminals are hallmarks of her administration. Among her 

accomplishments, Ms. Rundle helped write and pass the Florida Punishment Code which 

eliminated the former sentencing guidelines formula and allowed judges to issue stronger 

sentences when the crime made such actions appropriate; she led the successful effort to 

pass the state constitutional amendment to give local governments the right to insure that 

gun sales at gun shows do not allow weapons to fall into the hands of criminals and 

juveniles; she has been a leader in creating programs to give the victims of crime greater 

accessibility to the criminal court system; and was instrumental in ensuring that Miami-

Dade's celebrated Drug Court became reality. She also successfully created a truancy 

intervention program that helped Miami-Dade's school children avoid juvenile 

delinquency.  

State Attorney Fernandez Rundle was a key partner in the creation of Miami-Dade's 

Juvenile Assessment Center. This facility is intended to improve the working of our juvenile 

justice system by collecting sufficient information on juvenile offenders in order to develop 

better overall justice programming, better diversion programs and create effective juvenile 

sentencing alternatives for offenders. As a part of the Miami-Dade County Juvenile Crime 

Task Force, Kathy helped create a new pilot program aimed at juveniles who have been 

arrested with guns in their possession.  

 



Michael Francis 
 

Dr. J. Michael Francis received his PhD in History from the 
University of Cambridge. Since 1997, he has taught at the 
University of North Florida, where he is Professor of 
History. Dr. Francis has published numerous articles on the 
history of early-colonial New Granada (modern day 
Colombia). His book, Invading Colombia, Spanish Accounts of 
the Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada Expedition of Conquest, was 
published in 2008 by Penn State University Press.  
 
Dr. Francis’ most recent book, entitled Politics, Murder, and 
Martyrdom in Spanish Florida: Don Juan and the Guale 
Uprising of 1597, will be published in 2011 by the American 

Museum of Natural History. The book examines the murders of five Franciscan friars 
stationed in the northern region of Spanish Florida (in modern Georgia). At present, Dr. 
Francis is completing his next book project, The Martyrs of Florida, which is under contract 
with the University Press of Florida.  
 
Since 2008, Dr. Francis has served on the editorial board for the University Press of Florida. 
His numerous awards and honors include a Cushwa Grant from the University of Notre 
Dame, a Franklin Research Grant from the American Philosophical Society, and the Alfred J. 
Beveridge Award from the American Historical Society. In 2007, Dr. Francis received a 
four-year appointment as Research Fellow at the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York. Most recently, Dr. Francis was named the 2010-2011 Jay I. Kislak Fellow at the 
Library of Congress.  Between September 2010 and May 2011 Dr. Francis will be a resident 
scholar at the Library of Congress, where he will continue his research on the early history 
of Spanish Florida. 

 



Dr. Michael Gannon 
 

Michael Gannon is Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of 
History at the University of Florida. Born in Oklahoma, he 
attended high school in St. Augustine, Florida. He holds 
graduate degrees from Catholic University in Washington, D.C., 
the Université de Louvain in Belgium, and the University of 
Florida. Dr. Gannon has had a long interest in the Spanish 
colonial history of Florida, about which he has written 
extensively. Two of his books, Rebel Bishop (1964, reprinted 
1997) and The Cross in the Sand (1965, reprinted 1999) treat 
the early history of the Catholic Church in the state. He is co-
author of two other books and a contributor to numerous 
others on the region, including Spanish Influence in the 

Caribbean, Florida and Louisiana, 1500-1800, published at Madrid, Spain, and The Hispanic 
Experience in North America, published by the Ohio State University. 
 
His Florida: A Short History was published in 1993 by the University Press of Florida, and a 
revised and updated edition was published in 2003. In 1994 HarperCollins published his 
Secret Missions, a Florida-based historical novel set in World War II, which was chosen by 
Readers Digest Condensed Books. In 1996 he edited and contributed to The New History of 
Florida, the first comprehensive history of the state in a quarter of a century. 
 
In 1972 he was honored as Gainesville’s "Citizen of the Year" (Community Service Award) 
in recognition of his mediation of student-administration-police conflicts in 1970, 1971and 
1972. The Florida Historical Society awarded him the first Arthur W. Thompson Prize in 
Florida History. In 1978 he was named "Teacher of the Year" in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. In 1979 the University of Florida National Alumni Association awarded him 
its first Distinguished Alumni Professorship in recognition of "the impact that he has had 
on students' lives and careers." In a 36-year teaching career at UF he taught over 16,000 
students. 
 
In June 1990 the King of Spain, Juan Carlos I, conferred on him the highest academic award 
of that country, Knight Commander of the Order of Isabel la Católica. In 2000 he was named 
by The Gainesville Sun one of the 50 most "notable citizens" of Gainesville and north central 
Florida during the 20th century. In 2004 he was given a Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
Florida Historical Society. In 2005 the steel and concrete bridge at Mission Nombre de Dios 
in St. Augustine was dedicated as Michael Gannon Bridge. 
 
His most recent books are a history of the Catholic Church in Florida, entitled, The Florida 
Catholic Historical Trail and Michael Gannon’s History of Florida in Forty Minutes, the latter 
published in both print and audio formats by the University Press of Florida.  In 2007 
Michael Gannon was awarded the highest decoration of the City of St. Augustine, the Order 
of La Florida. 
 



Senator Bob Graham 
 

Senator Bob Graham is the former two–term governor of Florida 
and served for 18 years in the United States Senate. This is 
combined with 12 years in the Florida legislature for a total of 38 
years of public service. As Governor and Senator, Bob Graham was 
a centrist, committed to bringing his colleagues together behind 
programs that served the broadest public interest. He was 
recognized by the people of Florida when he received an 83% 
approval ranking as he concluded eight years as Governor. Bob 
Graham retired from public service in January 2005, following his 
Presidential campaign in 2004.  
 
Bob Graham is recognized for his leadership on issues ranging 
from healthcare and environmental preservation to his ten years 

of service on the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence — including eighteen months as 
chairman in 2001–2002. Following the release of the Joint Inquiry’s final report in July 
2003, Senator Graham steadfastly advocated reform of the intelligence community and 
sponsored legislation to bring about needed changes. In the fall of 2004 Senator Graham 
authored “Intelligence Matters” based upon his experiences gleaned during the joint 
inquiry and his analysis of the run up to the Iraq war.    

 
After retiring from public life, Senator Graham served for a year as a senior fellow at the 
Harvard Kennedy School of Government where he lectured to undergraduate, graduate and 
executive management students. His primary focus was on civic education and intelligence, 
issues which continue to be of great importance to him.  

 
Senator Graham was recently appointed by the President to serve as Co-Chair of the 
National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling.  The 
Commission’s task is to examine the root causes of the oil disaster and to develop 
recommendations for guarding against, and mitigating the impact of, future oil spills 
associated with offshore drilling 

 
Senator Graham also currently serves as a Commissioner on the Financial Crisis Inquiry 
Commission, established by Congress to examine the global and domestic causes of the 
recent financial crisis.   
 
In addition to his commission related activities, Senator Graham is also the author of a new 
book about civic participation, entitled “America: The Owner’s Manual.”  The goal of the 
book is to provide ordinary people with the means and motivation to go out and influence 
decision makers in order to achieve positive change in their neighborhoods and 
communities.     
 
Bob and Adele have returned to their home in Miami Lakes, Florida, and are enjoying more 
time with their four daughters and eleven grandchildren.  



Mr. Jay Kislak 
 

Jay Kislak was born and educated in Hoboken, New Jersey.  He 

received a degree in economics from the Wharton School of 

Finance at the University of Pennsylvania in 1942 and 

immediately joined the Navy, serving as a naval aviator during 

World War II.  After the war, Mr. Kislak entered the family 

business, real estate brokerage and mortgage banking, founded 

by his father in 1906. In 1953, Jay Kislak moved to Miami, 

Florida, where he started the J. I. Kislak Mortgage Corporation. 

Today, The Kislak Organization has extensive operations in real 

estate and financial services including mortgage banking.   

Currently, Mr. Kislak serves as a member of the Board of 

Trustees for the National Park Foundation.  He also serves as a member of the Board of 

Trustees for the Eisenhower Fellowships.  Mr. Kislak served from 2003-2008 as Chairman 

of the Cultural Property Advisory Committee, an expert panel that advises the U. S. 

Department of State regarding the importation of cultural artifacts.  He was appointed to 

the position in 2003 by President George W. Bush.  Mr. Kislak has also served as a member 

of the Florida Historical Society and the Historical Society of South Florida. 

With his wife, Jean, Mr. Kislak is a respected collector of rare books, manuscripts, historic 

documents, maps, artifacts and art works. The Jay I. Kislak Foundation was established in 

1984 to foster greater understanding of the cultures and history of the Americas. Its 

collections have included extensive primary research materials on the history of Florida, 

the Caribbean and Mesoamerica, with special emphasis on the region’s native cultures, 

their contact with Europeans and the colonial period.  In 2004, more than 4,000 Kislak 

books, manuscripts, art works and other objects became a gift to the nation as the Jay I. 

Kislak Collection at the Library of Congress.  Beginning December 2007, the Kislak 

Collection was placed on permanent display, open to the public in the Library’s magnificent 

Thomas Jefferson Building in Washington, D.C.  

Among the items either in the Kislak Collection are some very important early St. Augustine 

documents including a holograph letter from Pedro Menendez de Aviles, the founder of St. 

Augustine in 1565, containing secret sailing instructions for the Spanish fleets returning 

from Havana usually laden with gold and silver from the “New World,” and the first map of 

St. Augustine done for the Drake expeditions in the 1580s.  The collection in Miami contains 

on microfiche, all 28,000 documents from the Library of General James Grant, who was the 

first British Governor of St. Augustine in 1761.  Some of these items may be made available 

for the Commission to study and maybe even exhibit. 



Eduardo J. Padrón 

 

An American by choice, Eduardo Padrón arrived in the United 

States as a refugee at the age of 15. Since 1995, he has served 

as President of Miami Dade College (MDC), the largest 

institution of higher education in America with more than 

170,000 students. An economist by training, Dr. Padrón 

earned his Ph.D. from the University of Florida. In 2009, TIME 

magazine included him on the list of “The 10 Best College 

Presidents.” In 2010, Florida Trend magazine named him 

“Floridian of the Year.” Padrón’s energetic leadership extends 

to many of the nation’s leading organizations. He is chair of 

the board of directors of the American Council on Education 

(ACE) and is the immediate past chair of the board of the Association of American Colleges 

and Universities (AAC&U). 

 

President Padrón is widely recognized as one of the top educational leaders in the world 

and is often invited to participate in educational policy forums in the United States and 

abroad. During his career he has been selected to serve on posts of national prominence by 

five American presidents. President Obama appointed him Chairman of the White House 

Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanic Americans. 

 

Internationally, President Padrón’s accomplishments have been recognized by numerous 

nations and organizations including Spain’s King Juan Carlos II, who bestowed upon him 

the Order of Queen Isabella. Padrón’s pace-setting work at Miami Dade College has been 

hailed as a model of innovation in higher education. He is credited with engineering a 

culture of success that has produced impressive results in student access, retention, 

graduation, and overall achievement. MDC enrolls and graduates more minorities than any 

other institution in the United States, including the largest numbers of Hispanics and 

African-Americans. He is nationally respected for his advocacy on behalf of underserved 

populations in higher education, and his in-depth research report, “A Deficit of 

Understanding,” highlights the funding crisis that threatens access for low-income and 

minority students.  

 

In Florida, Padrón has served on several gubernatorial commissions and has lent his talents 

to numerous organizations including the Florida Humanities Council; the Florida Council of 

Presidents (Chair); the Council of 100; Dade-Miami Criminal Justice Council (Chair); Miami 

Parking Authority (Chair); the Hispanic American League Against Discrimination (Chair); 

NAACP (Vice-President); and Greater Miami United (Co-Chair).  



Bruce Smathers, Esq. 

 

Bruce Armistead Smathers born 1943 in Miami, Florida, comes 
from a long line of Floridians.  His great-grand father, Col. S.A. 
Jones came to Tampa on Christmas Day, 1876 when there were 
only 700 souls in Tampa.  His maternal grandfather, John 
Townley, arrived in Miami in 1896, opening the first pharmacy 
and the second movie tent in what is now Miami-Dade County.  
His father, George A. Smathers, came to Miami as a child of six 
years in 1919, and subsequently became a member of Congress 
(1947 – 1950) and United States Senator (1951 – 1968).    

Bruce Smathers was a member of the Florida State Senate 
(Committees: Education, Governmental Operations, Ways and Means) (1972- 1975) and then 
was elected to and served as Secretary of State of Florida from 1975 - 1978. 

As Secretary of State, Smathers was responsible for the preservation of Florida’s historical 
resources, including the St. Augustine Historic Preservation District.  He is thus a longtime 
supporter and advocate for St. Augustine as the nation’s first permanent settlement.   
Secretary Smathers was best known for his successful fight to preserve Florida’s Historic 
State Capitol, (1845 – 1978) and is now serving as Chair of the Florida Historic Capitol 
Foundation.  He is also a member of the Florida Historical Society. 

As Secretary of State, Smathers reformed election laws, modernized the Division of 
Corporations, became involved in the "Atocha" treasure dispute, and expanded support for 
cultural affairs.  Secretary Smathers was the youngest member of the Florida Cabinet in the 
twentieth century at his time of entry.  

As a youth, Smathers attended the St. Alban's School in Washington, DC. Smathers earned 
an undergraduate degree in Economics from Yale University (with honors) and a law 
degree from University of Florida (law review). A NROTC graduate, he joined Underwater 
Demolition Team Eleven, served with Naval Special Warfare Pacific, and was a decorated 
Vietnam War Veteran. After his political career, he combined law with lobbying, running 
family orange and automobile businesses.  He became a successful investor and is now with 
National Infusion Technologies in Jacksonville, Florida. 

He serves on several boards at the University of Florida (George A Smathers Libraries 
Advisory Board and Psychiatry and Addiction Advisory Board), Federal Judicial Nominating 
Commission for the Middle District of Florida, founder of the Mary Singleton Foundation, 
past President of the University of North Florida Foundation and served as an elder of 
Riverside Presbyterian Church. Mr. Smathers is writing two historical books.    

He is married to the former Susan Gamble of Titusville, Florida and they have a son, Bruce 
Jr. living in Washington, D.C.  Susan and Bruce Smathers reside in Jacksonville, Florida and 
Edwards, Colorado.  
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Dr. Robert Stanton 
 

Robert G. Stanton is a Senior Advisor to the Secretary of the U.S. 

Department of the Interior, Washington, DC.  He advises the 

Secretary on a wide range of environmental, organizational, 

and management challenges and opportunities and works 

closely with the bureaus and offices in advancing the Secretary 

and President’s goals for Interior.  Prior to assuming this 

position in January 2010, Mr. Stanton served as the Deputy 

Assistant Secretary for Policy and Program Management in the 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Policy, Management and 

Budget. 

Since beginning his career as a National Park Service ranger 48 

years ago, in Grand Teton National Park, Mr. Stanton has dedicated his life to improving the 

conservation and management of our treasured landscapes and heritage resources.  He has 

served with the National Park Service in several key management positions including Park 

Superintendent, Deputy Regional Director, Regional Director, Assistant Director, and 

Associate Director and has received numerous national awards for outstanding public 

service and leadership in conservation, historic preservation, youth programs, and 

diversity in employment and public programs.  A native of Fort Worth, Texas, Mr. Stanton 

grew up in Mosier Valley, one of the oldest communities in Texas founded by African 

Americans shortly after the U. S. Civil War. 

Concluding a long career with the National Park Service, Mr. Stanton served as the  

Director for 1997-2001, and was the first Director to undergo confirmation hearings before 

the U.S. Senate.  He managed a workforce of 20,000 employees and an annual budget of 

$2.3 billion.  He had policy, planning and management responsibility for the National Park 

System’s 384 natural, cultural, and recreational areas and was responsible for the National 

Park Service areas, programs and offices located in 49 States, Washington, DC, Puerto Rico,  

American Samoa, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.   

Since 2001, he has served as an Executive Professor at Texas A&M University, a Visiting 

Professor at both Howard and Yale Universities, and consultant to a number of national 

conservation organizations.  Mr. Stanton earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Huston-

Tillotson University, Austin, Texas, and did his graduate work at Boston University,  

Boston, Massachusetts.  He has been awarded four honorary doctorate degrees. 

He and his wife, Janet, reside in Fairfax Station, Virginia. 



Father Thomas S. Willis 
 
Father Thomas S. Willis presently serves as the pastor of the 
Cathedral Parish in St. Augustine and rector of the Cathedral 
Basilica of St. Augustine. He was ordained to the priesthood on 
May 26, 1984. Father Willis was born and raised in St. 
Augustine and attended local Catholic schools. He received a 
B.A. (History) from Saint Meinrad College Seminary (Indiana) in 
1980 and a M.Div. from St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary 
(Florida) in 1983. Following ordination, he graduated in 1990 
with a M.A. (Theology) from the University of Notre Dame 
(Indiana) with a concentration in Liturgical Studies. 
 
Besides his assignment to the Cathedral, Fr. Willis serves as 
Director of Liturgy for the Diocese of St. Augustine. He also 
teaches in the Diocese’s Ministry Formation Program and 

Deacon Formation Program. 
 
Father Willis has been active in civic and ecumenical causes in all of his pastoral 
assignments. He served on the Executive Team for the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Blueprint for Prosperity” and as Co-Chairman of the Interchurch Coalition for Action, 
Reconciliation and Empowerment (ICARE). Since the team’s inception in 1995, he has 
served as Catholic Chaplain to the Jacksonville Jaguars of the National Football League. 



Gordon Wilson 
  

Gordie Wilson has served as the Superintendent of Castillo de 
San Marcos and Fort Matanzas National Monuments in St. 
Augustine, Florida since 1992.  A 33-year veteran of the NPS, 
Wilson has served in a variety of positions, including 
Administrative Officer and Law Enforcement Park Ranger. 
 Duty stations have included the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
National Historical Park; Lake Mead National Recreation 
Area; Allegheny Portage Railroad National Historic Site; 
Johnstown Flood National Memorial, Colonial National 
Historical Park, and Andrew Johnson National Historic Site, 
where he was also a Superintendent.   
 
Mr. Wilson joined the National Park Service after obtaining a 
B.S. in Recreation from the State University of New York at 
Cortland. Spending more than 20 of his 33 NPS years in St. 

Augustine has been no accident for Wilson.  "I came here as a park ranger for a two-year 
tour in 1978, and knew I would like to return some day as the park Superintendent," 
Wilson said.  "This community is a unique and wonderful place; its rich cultural heritage 
compliments its natural beauty, and our residents embrace their unique place in this 
country's history.  Being a part of this special community is a treasure every day, and 
playing a role in its 450th birthday is truly a privilege."   In his spare time Wilson plays golf, 
swims, bikes and enjoys a variety of outdoor activities, particularly hiking in our National 
Parks.  Wilson has one grown son, who lives in Jacksonville. 



Ambassador Andrew Young 
  

Andrew Young's lifelong work as a politician, human rights activist, 

and businessman has been in great measure responsible for the 

development of Atlanta’s reputation as an international city. 

Young was born on March 12, 1932, in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Young graduated from Howard University in Washington, D.C., in 

1951 with a Bachelor of Science degree in biology. He then earned 

a divinity degree from Hartford Theological Seminary in 

Connecticut and accepted the pastorate of Bethany Congregational 

Church in Thomasville, Georgia, in 1955. While there he immersed 

himself in civil rights and in organizing voter registration drives.  

Young joined the staff of the National Council of Churches in 1957, 

the year U.S. president Dwight D. Eisenhower sent federal troops to Little Rock, Arkansas, 

to protect African American schoolchildren in a school desegregation case. 

Young left his position as pastor in 1961 to work with the Southern Christian Leadership 

Congress (SCLC), the church-centered, Atlanta-based civil rights organization led by Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  Young became a trusted aide to Martin Luther King Jr., eventually 

rising to the executive directorship of the SCLC. He was instrumental in organizing voter 

registration and desegregation campaigns in Albany; Birmingham and Selma, Alabama; and 

Washington, D.C., among other places. He was with King when the civil rights leader was 

assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968. 

After King's assassination many of his closest followers struggled to find a voice. Young did 

not. He won Georgia's Fifth District seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in 1972 and 

became the first African American since Reconstruction to be elected to Congress from 

Georgia. Young was twice reelected to the House of Representatives. 

While in Congress, Young championed the causes of poor and working-class Americans and 

opposed efforts to increase military budgets. He supported the 1976 presidential campaign 

of Jimmy Carter, and in 1977 Carter named Young ambassador to the United Nations. 

Young helped Carter transform the basis of American foreign policy, making human rights a 

central focus and arguing that economic development in the Third World, particularly in 

Africa, was in the best interest of the United States. Young was among the first to call for 

sanctions against the apartheid regime in South Africa, and he fought for U.S. recognition 

of Communist Vietnam.  

Young returned to Atlanta and in 1981 was elected the city's mayor. His election signaled 

the institutionalization of the revolution in black political power he had helped to create in 



Georgia. For the first time an African American mayor (Maynard Jackson) handed over the 

keys of a major city to another African American. Young won reelection in 1985 but was 

defeated in a 1990 primary bid to become the Democratic candidate for governor of 

Georgia.  

Young is currently a professor at Georgia State University’s Andrew Young School of Policy 

Studies.  

Young had four children with his first wife, Jean Childs Young, who died of cancer in 1994. 

He married his second wife, Carolyn, in 1996. Young has published two books, A Way Out of 

No Way (1994) and An Easy Burden: The Civil Rights Movement and the Transformation of 

America (1996). 


